SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

The possession of an external penis would help to convince the
girl in the first place that in reality she has that sadistic power
over both her parents without which she cannot master her anxiety,1
and in the second place that the penis, as a means of sadistic power
over her objects, is evidence that the internalized dangerous penis
and the introjected objects can be overcome; so that having a penis
ultimately serves to protect her own body.

While her sadistic position, reinforced as it is by her anxiety,
thus forms the basis of a masculinity complex in her, her sense of
guilt also makes her \vant to have a penis. The real penis she desires
will now be used to make restitution towards her mother. As Joan
Riviere has observed,2 the girl's wish to compensate her mother for
having deprived her of her father's penis furnishes important
additions to her castration complex and penis-envy. When the girl
is obliged to give up her rivalry with her mother out of fear of her,
her desire to placate her and make up for what she has done leads
her to long intensely for a penis as a means of making restitution.
In Joan Riviere's opinion the intensity of her sadism and the extent
of her capacity to tolerate anxiety are factors which will help to
determine whether she will take up a heterosexual line or a homo-
sexual one.

We must now examine more closely why it is that in some cases
the masculine position and the possession of a penis are an indispen-
sible condition without which the girl cannot make restitution to
her mother. Early analysis has demonstrated the existence in the
unconscious of a fundamental principle governing all reactive and
sublimatory processes, which demands that restitutive acts must
adhere in every detail to the damage that has been done in phantasy.
Whatever wrongs the child has done in phantasy in the way of
stealing, injuring and destroying it must make good by giving back,
putting to rights and restoring, one by one. This principle also
requires that the same sadistic instruments (i.e. penis, excrements,
etc.) that have been used to damage and destroy shall be once
more turned into 'good' things and be used as a means of making
well. Whatever harm the 'bad' penis or 'bad3 urine have done,
the 'good' penis3 or 'good' urine must put right again.

1 In her paper, 'Womanliness as a Masquerade' (1929), Joan Riviere has
pointed out that in her anger and hatred against her parents for giving one
another sexual satisfaction the girl has phantasies of castrating her father and
taking possession of his penis and thus getting her father and mother into her
power and killing them.

2 Loc. cit.

3 In her 'Psychotic Mechanisms in Cultural Development' (1930) Melitta
Schmideberg traces the part played in the history of medicine by a belief in
the magical qualities of the 'good' penis, as symbolized by medicine, and of the
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